
Studies on Asia, Series I Volume 3, 1962: 9-19
© 1962 University of Nebraska Press



~4110"',U~~4'n""~~~'ll!d~,~w•10",....~nl.d.,JO,k!w~

~'U,:"nd.1"'0""'IIv"1"!13.""'!I'I'"4'",,"'...",,,!:>;I,d
l•.w."'I'",nV<l1l,A4''''I'''V'~ldo;odl1Owwo'~4'JO'~Q'

"'ll1'''''Aw,.1''''"""Ilo10A'idol"4''m»f0,",,,!,,,,,dunoJ
'4'..........lfn,~"2!,,,01""'!"'I'"'I'"""o""Y""'II,nd"'!'42!W
'I'S;>'.ltd"."'0J!"4'"!4'!'"uuA"4'lI,,!'np'4)J."owlI"!ln'
JO."O!,.,,!......10.w"",.'""""4'""no,JO411n04''"2"J',,,,"
"ouk!t~I"w01'''/"04!'<OWl''!'Ll.'A,'I",w'41"'''!:>;I,dUnt>,
10'''J"4'JO"O!,,-..od''I'.....'!4'""'I'"'.,lOd'''!,,,)W"'""::1

.••."."j'W"'''J
•'1"0"'W!'''WOI'».ld.no,,!d,n.~'o'"•0,'"O!'''''''I.''''''''
"0I"'.,ow••,,...uunllJOI.,!d.,I""OJ''I'"'!Ap.J!'41'V'P'"
W.,"4''"".,..opIl,,,n!p.I.M"..""""'''!.w",,,.,,"4"u~
·IOJ,..p"t""'""'!"np"!!,!.(qp""''''nqp".p,,,oddn.'",...00
IU!joW'lq.'''P!'''o>')'II!...",,!J'e:>Il~!U!",,!«;>S'lO<I"'0\1...
'.!I~1.'0,''I''<.Ill"''0.'""''''i.L''''U."OOIll)",JliP'4OJo"'J
.no!lJ'I"'!W'"pu••nO!lI!I'"''I'""'4puy'd!4<l1,,!~10,,,,1J.w!,d
"4',.'"",,..odJO"o!..,.sodI.n".·"""",,,d•.'l.n...poolq
I"\OJ'1l1nt>'1'IV',,,...00IdOJ0',:»d,."''''0''',"""'I.L

,.,lI.u,.w]....".nowolJ'IOO
WOlJ"""!JdI''''''"1'l,lI'l'10.Qq,,,nu~'"I"'I'''Il""U'ld
''''0>J''lunJ.....',u"'!"'4u'Inoqo"U!""",,,n1.~!l!o(04"'W

'!'lL'UO!I."'UU!:>J"u".,,,~PU!',!,!d.d'N•JOnu.wJO
"'''.pu,''''p,,•"'l'411!W'"Su."."'''Idwo,•",.'"'0'"","pool'l
•"'OP""'l.L''l1J!'l~',oJ'P!4"·'jUj"'4d''II'1"0'I'!Ao,d1l":>J.d
,0J'I"'U.L:I,"O,'!"""'!''''!U!jl>.!'i%!q.,JeJ00.'1"""'1,,!nb
lU",,",,1''!'1'",dhl'u!01':>oJ"'"JO'1••"I!"p.w4"!Q'"JOJ!'ow
"!'ll'pnlJ-l"!PUI"4.L'.nunllJO'P'Oj1"!(Uowud"'I'',,!,!d<
''''''N''I'wO'J""P""'upP''l"'l'"w~4'"4'"0uo"o"."10"'1
•"!"0'w""Vnpu'H"'I''nu'l~wOJl''''''''P'''''J!I'p"w,.p
''I'''OJ..dIll''u'!PUTJOUO!4,oJ"'I'""IV,,,,,,,,-,d"'l'''''lIU!'"",!
•'"II00]0p".,..n,,,!"l'lu,P!''''''jO.!O1".'!'I'4"!II!pUtwlu,
"4'JOd!Ifl-''''''''o"lnfO'<lO','O-Jk!....."4'10"'4"'"''I'"'-ON

'IU~U-"','oSJU!"".~,k!x~
1,,0[>.4OIl'''''j~''''1"'WP""4"ll"I!,'"4'"'oq"'''''J001II"""".'"
"''''''·"'~Ol"WOO''I',''IIn'l~nded"0...."",!nh~lWOJ'l'oU
-ow"l'OIIJ!'l'"4'~1'.1ll'!4.L'''''''00I"'!'!IOO",'0,,~.,01"1'Iou
".'11"'''''1ou''''.''~'''4''lIt61H!",~uJng"4''"U!.lJ~"We:>

;;961'~'>V,'"....".lI.,
"'



eUDO""'" ASO I'()L"'CAL e""'",, '" eO"'" "
eanh, embodyinll the chari.rnatic p;>we. of tha, .."cred earlh·
moun.. in, Mount Meru, on and abo,'e whose .'opes and .umm;l
dwell the 1l00S, Here in .he royal palace and .hrough ,he penon
01 ,he emperor, ,he nation made contact wi.h he..-enly powers,
Thu. in a oet'&C' somewhat .imilar to, though not as mong", the
Japan"", "'orshil' of their empe.or. the pos<eUO' of lhe pal..,.,
wa. a holy penon, lndeerl a king might reign. ol.er a fa.hi"n,
by remaining completdy within .he palace-fan,..,.. compound,
Espttially if he "'as insecure, he tended '0 remain quite a home
body. lJri.ish failure lully .0 appreciate .his vie"'poin' led to
fa,eful complicltio", of Anglo-lJu.mesc .ela.ion.hip..

A subsidIary 'aClo. he,.., ...as al"" .he Indi.n tradi.ion of .he
Univer..1 Monarch. Thi••ptti", of monatch was in "",ne sense a
me.sianic rul."., a powcrful """ereign 01 saintly vinue who "'ouhl
p.omOl.e true religion alld peaceful welfare thr"ugh"ul hi. ,calm,
In BuddhIst legend. Calama migit. h..'e been either .uch a m"n.
• rch, "r a greal..,,~-whi<h lau.". he cho><.o he. !lev.".al Burmese
monarchs appear to h.... cheri.hed ,hi. nn.·hcs,·,o-Huddahootl
ambi.ion fot ,itemsch'"" and in Thailand il has b«ome ,he tradi·
tion thlt ,he "",'ereigns are o<'vol Bvddho'·'o,bt.

;-'<0'" 'here was a mo>l imponan, implica'io" 01 ,hi. aura of
..cred".....urrounding ,h. kingly olice: Tile pitl~ 01 ,he .ing
.'OJ cen'r.1 10 hi, <onlrol. hen ,hough Hur",esc king. "'ere
..ldom if e"er considered Buddha..immediate!y-'o-hc, 'hey were
king. by vinut 01 ,itel. g,..,a. merit in pa.t liv",; and i, hchoo"ed
,hem, bo,h for their own .."k", and .ha< 01 'he ,..,alm, '0 keep
,heir meri, a<coutH in a healthy <"ndi.ion. Hence thc king. a•
•uch, was The Palton of Religion; .uch pa'ronage Was lhe main
func'ion of hi. olIicc-which from ,he .ime of King Anawrah,a
in the ele'-en,h century onwanl, me.nt palronage of Buddhi.m,
Cady pUIS i"hu. in hi. Hillary 0/ Moda" Rum,,"

The mou importan, posi.i,'~ b.si.on which popular .1Iq;;iance
co .h~ king "'as acknowledged .. ,wa. lhat royalty functioned
a. tllt promoter and defender 01 ,ite Buddhi.. fai,h" ,For
,hi. rea""" Burma's king> bestowed I.vim patronage On Bud·
dhist shrin", and on the Sangha <)I' mon.,,;c community, A
ruler'. J"0udeo' ,i,le r.laled to hi. rol. OJ a promOler of the
HU<ldhlll faith.• function wh'cb wa. regarded by Butman• .,
'he YL"rf Toi.on d'ilT~ "f .h. state. De.pit. lb. manifold .bulC>
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of po....e. ",isine- from royal despoti.m. "'hich lod BUrm<lns
, ...dilio lJy 10 tdentify the $"vernment itSelf ....i'h such basic
scourges ~'" /lood. famIne. and evil enemies. kingsiJip
me,i,od popular apptttiation becau", 01 its dedication to
..tigious end>. Princely ... pirants invariably messed thei,
capobililies a. promoters of the faith,'

In • _rd. the traditional govern men, of Burma ....... a
"'CTali,ed entity. a religious stalehood. ,,..,.t 01 ....hose popular
.upport derived from its sac~nen. The l.vi.hnes> 01 the pogod•.
building U P.pn dtmonstratQ how $uiouoly the kingo tOOk thi.
lIa<:..d trull.

There ...... one furth.er facto\" ....hich bo,h $t",ngthened and
qWlllified lhe po....er 01 the king: the position 01 lhe S.ngh..a 01"

~rolh.".hood 01 Buddhist monks. The Buddhiot monk tradi'ionally
,ook no part in politico. He ...... bound lor Nibban•.' The king'$
cbaplain might coun",1 the king penonally, inte,cede "'ith him
in beh.lf 01 a condemned man, or appear beside him on great
r..'iv.1 ooc..ion<, bu, e-mi.lJy the monk left political ,uthorily
undioturbed in the (It(TcillC or it$ p"""u. On the o,her hand.•
sov.".eign ,ouched ,he monkhood only at hi. OWl! grea, peril~

provided that monkhood ....... tmding to its .piritual business in
a proper manner. And bea,use of its nDnhicnrchical charact.".,
,he Sangha could sc.arcely become a poli,ical tool. Hence monk>
.....,re frtt from political pteoOu,es, and they did, Dn o«a>iDn, 'e
buke and discipline tlte king: fDr failing to provide IDt" the sup.
I"'rt DI 'rue ",ligion: lor being an unwDrthy rul.".; On at least
One occ:>sion fo, ",i,ing ,he ,h'Dnc by «tach.ery; or fo, p.oIts.$ing
'D be. living Buddh•.

2. RcligiDUS C"""''1Ut''cc, Of B.iruh Rult

Given ,he BurmC$C IClIIIC 01 ,he uacdnffi 01 ,he kingly nlI"icc
and habitation. consid", the profound shock oltlu: deposition 01
King Tltibaw in 1885 and the Bri,i.h 'ppropri.. ion of the roy.1
palace for a ple..u.e place. Emanuel Sarki.yans p'''' i, thw in
hi, RU!llornd und rU, loft"u",;,,,,,,, d.. O,ienrs:

With the collapse 01 ,he throne 01 Burma its conception 01 tlu:
woo-Id coll.~ also. The kingly palace in Mandalay, which
bad ill .n:hetype in ,he World Moun lain of Meru. and ....
th...ught of •• ihe World Axi•. lh~ Golden Pala«, wbich the



Bul'1IICOO revered,.. ccmullupport 01 the cosmic and emlal
world orden-this wu 'ran'/ormed i"to an English club. Ih.
'Upper Burma Club.' And the very place which. according to
the tr.ldi"o"aJ w<>rld·view, would alone .,and ufl1hakm when
the world ;,,,,If ~ould disappear, when it ,hould quake and
.huddtt. in ,ru. place where ,h. ling a. the lu.... iner 01 the
Law ohould tUrn ,h. wheel of life, nn.. Engli.h offittl'1 drank
whi,lty and played the EnSl~h .h<Jpkcc~,,· game of cricket.
The S....,. had Ion ill (O$mLC ard'.typal ihara".....

In • woro. lit. otuk politic'" cons.quence of Brit;./t rul• ..""
'0 d......... I,.., /h. «1111,,1 gov...... mul in tit. ~. <>f Burmeu:.
J><opln Gcwemmtn. bccamelOlcly one nf the tradi'ional $<OUr,"
of 'he Bunn.... peaum, on a 1<,,'<:1 w,th lire. 1Iood. famine. and
invading (..em,.,.. Of COurse ,he government. during ,hi, period.
"'.... an invading enemy. and One of foreign faith II> boot. onC
lha' refused '0 appoin, a primate '0 regula~ .nd ",.in... in <he
Sangha, 10 contribule '0 lhe .upport of religion, or Guingly '0
honor <he .ocrcd pl.at. No' only 10, bu, ,hi. seculor enmty
govunment allowed ,hose of in own fai'h '0 converl .ubit.nti.l
nU"'ben of nomin.l or long·,erm Buddhi.t prosp«U (,h.
K.ren.), .nd '0 .....bli.h ,heir mil$ion'1")" smooJ•. as w.ll as ,n
..I up ,h••ystem of governmen' 1cltoob ,h., weaned Bu,m...
children .way fr"'" <heir tradilion.l monallery education.

Th... i••Iso On' im.reoting .ide .ffect of Ihis period of
loreign rule: 'he S.ngha beg.n tl) .n~r poJilia. The reason for
,hi. i. obviOl1.l. The Sangh. cam. '0 view 'he B,iti.h governmen'
u the enelllY of Buddhi..... despite the go>'ernment'. ra'her ron
'empluou, tolerance of Buddhi.m. A•• result. nO, only of th. in·
erea.ing indilCipline in S.ngha ranks bu' abo be<:auoe of an .nli·
Briti.h. an'igovernmen, f«Jing, increuing numben of monls
t<>ol. .n active patt in politia. A' leu, one, U Wi.ara, whose
yellow·robed ....t... "anw ., the h.ad of a R.ngoon avenue
n:>n>rd in hi. honor, was m.rtyred try a ..lI.imp<>sed foUl '0 dealh
for 'he cauloeof Burro.... independence.

Th. Burm••• interpr.... tion or the perind of llriti.<h rule, in
~nns of religion, m.y be ""limed up in a recem .tlItemerlt of <he
"'Organi..,ion to EJ...bJish Buddhi..-n u the St.~ lleligion"':

It i. an undeniable loCi ,hat n", only ha.... the moral••nd
cultur. eman.ting from Buddhi.... degenerated from day '"



day, b•., Oh,mm,moray•• {dangers '0 .eligion} have i"".cued
,in"" 'he dethroning or King Thib...., 'he I.... lluddhiSl
Monarch "I Burma. Thi. i. brc.~ Buddhi,m hu 10111 the
St"'" of ,he Sl.te 1I.(I;g;oll.
When ,hi. lack h., bttn '<mettied, the meT< arkno.dcdge
me", and glory 01 'he ....11$ "'ill inc",.., 'hc rerv,,", and z.al
of the citizen. of ,h. Union of Bu,ma. Moral, and CUltlln:
will correspondingly impro". an,1 progrN and enthusiasm
will be .lJo 10 grea' ,h,,, Oh.:arn"",ntar.>y" ,,'ill be resi"e<J
wilh the <cry Ii"" (of 'he J"'Oplc 0/ Burma J.

,. TM 1:'0 0/ lnd."."dcll(c
Wi'" ,h. coming of indcpcndc"Cf' in 19~5. Bunn. was at la.'

fret '0 mold he' own independent poli,ical·sorial destiny. But
'he ques,;on ""os. of course. who or wh., group within Burma
"",,1<1 be able '0 guide her in ,hi, moo, important hour of her
destiny? For Burma was caught bc'''''«:n a pal' and a fu,ure ..
odd. "'i,1I nch OIlier. 110"- could a pan. dc<:ply 'inc'ured by
Bud,llIi.. v.luc. bu, "" ;n • wn'ex, of .g.....ld ;wla';on. be:
cn.,i,·ely joined '0 • fu'u..., of completely new .nd wlOlly dif.
f...en' proportion., aerO$$ 'M mcaningl",". <:ven oorne",II., dc·
,et;o•• ,ing cuhu",1 lIi.,u, of • lIundml ye..... more or les., of
alien rule?

We know wmtthing of ho,,"' General Aung San hoped '0 do i,.
He wi,hed '0 'Urn ro'her resolu,ely aw.y from tile pa" into •
comple'ely ne'" d.y 01 sociali,'ic democracy, lIe.vil~ inAuenced
by Marx;an •• Iue•. bu, c,..,...lert;liud, particularly in ill .Ctu.l
go"crnment.1 .nd oon"i'u,iona] .trUC,ures. by Bri'i<h parli •.
,nCll,ary .nd judic;.1 tradi'ion. Thi, ne", Burm. w.. '0 be: .,..
",nti.lly • ICCIl].. ,,",e, While 'he wn"',u,ion re<:ognized Bud·
dlli,m., 'he relig;on of the ....jor;,~ 01 Burme>e .nd .crorrlingl~

g.ve it wme 'f>"Cial privilcga. i' ,prc;!;cally gu.rantced ,h. froe
dom of o,lIer m;nori,~ rel;g;"", .nd carefully defined ,he role of
,he S.nglla, or order of monk<... nonpolitical. To ,IIi, I.tt.r
po'i'ion Aung San "'a, mO"ed bo,1I by hi. lOCi.I;.m and by hi'
memory of 'he S.ngha·, poli,ical .ttiv;,ia of 'he 1920', and
19W',-. gen....1 po,i,ion 'pp"f.ntl~ ,hared b~ Cell... l Ne Win
during II" prem;er.hi!, in 19~1960.

Whe,her Aung San'. poli,ical views "'QUid h••e be<;ome in'...
~Il~ Burm....: by vinue 01 hi' O"'n dyn.mk ludrnhip can on]~
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be conjCCtured. Bu, per II(' the lCCular-sodali., <lemocruic l..uern
had no teal '001 in eilhCT 'he affections or ,raditional "alues of
'he mus of 8urmese pwple. fOot these values "'CTe de<eply al£ec«d
by Buddhism; and sociali.m as .uch Ottmed to ha,·~ lilll~ ,0 .. )'
Ot do "'ilh Buddhism, ,lespi,e mauy valiam ~fforu by """~ wrile"
'0 e<Juale Man< and Buddha. In the area of religion, sociali.",
left 'he peopl~ unmo.ed. e,'en al'preh~n.i,'~; i' s«rned to be ine·
ligiou. and KCUln. Wha, would be it> effecl upon Buddhilm, or
how ,,'ould Buddhi.m fa,~ undCT it, The itkal ",Iu'ion ,,"oul<l
be tbe di.",m:ry 01 a mDdt of JO"'chow blending /m ",e/hod%O
and poli/iOJI ,/rue/UT< of .....io/;,-'" with the t../ues of Buddhism.

And this of course i. "'here U Nu. Burma'o pr...,nt prem;et,
emen OUt pic,urc. lie, as nO One e1..:: in Butma, h.. been able to
a"iculate the unspoken ..n,imenu 01 a , .... majority 01 the
Burm".. people and to olfer them 'he hope-whether g<'nuine or
iUuWl)' remains to be s«n-ol again joining in one ottucture
'heit "aditional religiou. values and nuional political po"'~r.

Tbe man .nd hi. corC(1' might e..ily ha,'~ bttn ,he .ubject 01
this en'ire paper. But in the.. closing parognpho I wi'h to in·
dica,e what Ott"" to me '0 be 'he main thrust of hi' emite career
.nd 01 hi. luture progtam for Burma. Hi' return '0 political
powc.- in 196(1 ,..,.u!l~d Itom a combination of lacto..: (I) Popul.r
re<emmcnt again" the btu,,!ue, bu,ine..Jik< .rmy rule con·
"ibu,ed to the U Nu', rnmebo.ck. During aUthi, period, he 'poke
feelingly of ,he mi...,. 01 Burma's people, nined wi'h non"iolen'
tesiJlance, and ,po'" v.guely of the Fa""" oppres...... of the
people. Thu, be tabbed himself .. the common m.n·s champion.
(2) He is • cle,'er politician ,,"'i'h notable charismatic gih,. Be
<an opeak the wmmon people', language; he io witty, full of
"Or.... from ,he Buddhist Jo/do Tol'J, folklore, and popular
pro,·erbo. He exude> a n_vor of iincerity and ftie"dlin($>. Hi.
party cho>c yellow. ,he color of ,he monk'. 'obe, for ito !>JUDI
boxes. a"d U Nu', .miling coumen_"ce appeared on e"ery one
of IhDJC boxes. A. lhe dcat old lady, co.aet,ed to V""e for the op
]>OJitio", oaK!, "Wh.t could I do but ,-ote for him? Th~re he ,,"'"
smiling at me," IS> He promised variou, ethnic groupo, notably
I\r_kancoc and Mon. some "urn oj .pecial rep.....n'"ti"n ami
privilege. (i) He ..... the ch.mpion of Buddhi,m. He .pent luc·
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cessivc weeks in mcdi.. ,ion in !he mon..,cry at lust .wi", during
hi. retirement. He was uni""....lIy r.puled '0 be a pious man
(a fu'ur. Buddlla. perh;ops?) and promioed to male Buddhi.....
•It<: .'ale religion. Some .uppor,cr3 lermM • vote for U Nil •
YOI. for the Buddha. Corutquently, Ito.. could he help bUl win?

Now Wh., dO(:! U r"'u hope to do lor Burma? Much could ~
P.id here about tronomic. tducl.lional, and poli,ical hopei. but
I will venlUre 10 put tile real kernel of U Nu', .p«i.l plans int"
tWO .'.'....enl&. Fin•. he hopei to e>t.bJ"h • typ" of lMialism
COn$On:m. with Buddhi.. principl.... I quo,e from a priva•• memo
and hi. 1959-1960 oompaign .petthQ, not yft nor perhaps e-'eT

I" be Ir.n,laled offidally'

The Buddhist scriptu,es prooi<ic a considerable number o(
in...nces which show ,hat Buddhism lavors a Wei,"", St.>te in
whim .Iu: govemmenl hu aMUmed responsibility for the care
of ,he poor. ,he unemployed. lhe .id. Ihe aged. elt.

He find. BUddhill principles in full accord ...ilh lhe basic Sociali.l
It""I of eliminaling mmptlilion and unfair di.tribution:

The profil mOlive .hould be eliminaled•... The miseries
of lhe world are due 10 the l:a<:k of Socialisl principles....

The main aim of Buddhi.m••o my mind. is to gain libeta·
"on from lhe r"undl "f ""i'lence.... Yel I beHeve ilia' only
on. pe-rccnl of 110. Buddhisl pupulal;"n 101 Burm.a] c.an
a.pir. for Libera'ion. Th;s i. bca.... und.r ihe defcc'ive ee;o.
nomic 11"ICfD ...hich .... KC belor. Our eye•. mucb lime and
.nergy mull be Iptnl '0 .atn ,he hare n..,..,.iti.. of lif••. , .
The economic ..,·up of h..man oociely .110.... no ....y for 110.
prOctic. 01 ,b. Nobl. Vi.......

So ..nd.r the n.... ooci..y f"'Opl. COn lpar. ,h.ir surplu.
muncy .nd ptopcny '0 ... "I' • mmmon pool for the estltb
U.hm.1ll "f • Sociali" .""e. Tbi. is 'rue nana [chari,y] ...
• nd ,he pnCliceo{ llan. leadllO Nibban•.

I believe ,h. d....n of Soci.li.m is no, fot ofl, We can ..,ab
H.h lhil SI.te in Soc••li.m in o.. r lime.

Bu', ,""ondly. lhil i. to be • Buddhisl soci.lism. Th.refo"" nol
only will U Nu ban beef .l.ughter, .ponsor le",ion..,..ing meaiJ,
KCk tcmnciliallon with politicol enemies. and usc pcBu..ion
nthcr Ihan coercion ...h....v.' possible, bUI he will moie Bud·
dhi.m lhe ...Ie relig'"n, Why1 Simply '0 gel .lee,ed? I think nOl.
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In order 10 curl>lillho ucrciR of other ..,Jigious faiths in Bun..a1
Probably not, dapiu: ....... Buddhilt.ft.ll,ionaliot preoour~ 10 do 00.

~ can ......y~phasla: tIw ......i ..... oniousneso of U Nu',
I""1"'*' Mn. Dun.. ckba,~ ... ,h~ Su,,~Rd.ion Bill "'" pub
licly ....cd 'ha. boo _lei upon every mcmbn of l.bo: Unioa
!'ar'y in Parliamen, 10 _e for i. or f:ace GP"'bion from l.bo:
Pany. For one who hat oddorto inYOUd .,..., diJcipli..... bd"or~.

Ihil alone ougesu tI) idrn,ioN of O>ffridinc iml""""ntt. II
.....y boo up ,1'1 in """ ........ 01 earlier .~minolor:

TIo~ 11 110 01 UNo', poIi!i" is '0 ,U4CRli>.e fO""T".......,.
For .hit P"'l""". no nlJ"'(I how lully comp"tibl~ w,.l'! Bud·

dh' .. prillCipl.. Sociali.. poli.icol pl\i1ooophy ..... y lit. ",(I. Soci.l.
illt1 i, no< '''OUKh. Or al lean no, ,,"ough. or rijl:hl. for Burm•.
Her•• i, mu" be a Bllddhl"l ooc'alUnt. For Burm. i. ",Iidly Bud·
dhi" in a y ,ha, ,he W.., ...... probably nevu. and url.inly
i, no, no Chri"i.n. 8l1ddl'!i$ln i, .he deep well oul 01 ... hicH
praelial f1urm_ living.valu...f< dra ... n; i, it Bud<lhiw alnn•
...hich -.... .ble '0 uni'e lhe di.. id.nl fac'iOtU and ~,hnk

lfOIll" in 1Iunna: il baalcally wa, Huddhi"" ,ha, boupd ,he
1111l"1li_ peoplfo '0 """ lbmn. in "na.inn""''' loyal.y in 'i...... pau.
Now~ e.... in nochi.... eboo. can .uch a unifyine foru lit loupd
for Bunna in ....... di&icuh 'ima. ..... wl'!idt will bind people
'0 peoplo:, and peopk to p-emon"". T1'w:rdon:, thouflb a line
anno< lit ,eooom:! '0 s........., ,be c"'....l so-e-nm<nt Ill"" pby
,he li.... lormtr !dip... 1'OIe and b«<Im< .... alicial Pa,....
of R.lp.. To U !'Ou at'. politic... who lnows hi> P"'P'" It
,hi. mil.. II""'! pnaiCllI oenx. And 10 U !'iu. the """""t JII...t-
~"t. thi> anion. whidl he I "th. ftOb......~ .... pn'eM
detd lor Buddhitto.~ it the eli of hi> pnaiaen, hop< 01 ;0;0.
i.... t,.et'- lb. world', _ t faith witb the world'. OM re-
lipowly deoirable pol.i'ial ttlCIhnd in ,he pemmcnt of hi, OWn
fa,herl.nd. Indeed i, it much more ,han Ii ....ly tha, he .... the
reaaaali,ine ol'M govnnmen,., ,ignilicantly .dvancing 1Iu,ma
.I"'g the road "';lh... '0 a Lob Nibbana (Perf"". World. tOme.

"'''ot "'luival'nl'o ,h. Kingdomol God on ,h in Ch,h';.ni,y),
or, wh., II much ,he tame. ;"'0 grcu... rudin for 11'1. Mai'",ya
lluddh•• ,h~ coming 8u<1<1h•• in willi$< n"'r .d••", ....oe 8ur,
meoc I>I:li......



'"
And wh., hu ,II< U Nu g<l>'crnmen. done practically"" 1"'"

mote • 8udd~ul soci.li"",? Accor<Iing '0 ,he parliamentary "CO
of Augmt 1961. p....ed by • 1~1.·c 10 one majority. it ini.ially
mean' ,he following: compuhol)' ttlu"",ion in Buddhi.... {or
children of Buddh;', parenu and proop«tivc Buddhi., .each."
in go~....nmenl schools; placing the ""iplUta ;n all libraries and
Buddhll im.ga ;n public «Illrttoorn'; ",.bli$hmeR' of ......e nc....
primary Jehools in monaileti..; ""PO""'c IIoopitall {or monk>;
claoing of government offices and schools and prohibition of
liquor .. Ies "" Buddhi" lun....bb.lh day" Ot.blid"n,n' "r a
commi"tt to gu.<tI .g.im< religiou. discrimination ~.in,'

minorities.
\Vlla, more ,han ,hi, alici.] branding of the Burmeoc: ~vem.

me11(, h"lid.yo, and Khool .. Buddhi., will en.uel With w.lb,,,.
'I'" so<i.Jism as U Nu', dedartd OIX;<>-«<>no>mic ""Iicy, prcocm
'tend, in ,hi, area may b< txpe<led to ton,inue, Obviou,ly he
hope. 0100 lor a permea,ion of 'he 'otal notio""llife I'om ,he tOp
down by Buddhiot pTinciple.. Will ,he raiment ,hen b< BudtlhiJ,.
bu' ,he 'oice of policy b< oeculu·oociali". and poli'ico go on ..
u,ual? Will 'he law bewme a dead letter with U Nu'~ pa..ing
from the polilical occnc:. an hi~,o,k monument to a chauvin.i~,ic.

nootalgic Buddhi" ideal? Will ,he ofticialiTing of Buddhi>rn ItOP

Communi,m in iu trado within Burmal Will ,he law in the
hand, of Nu', ,ue<;nOOn become on inOlrument of political power
and policy and 01 a di,i,iv<:-opprasion of mino,i'i..? Theoe aTe
lascinating que-'iom. bu' 'hey are .. yet unan,wClable.'

/\'OTF-S

,. Q""<d In John r. Cad,. A m.,"'1 0' "10<1.... /Iv,"" (hh,<>. N. 1'.:
eo...." Un;••n.i'y F..... r~). F, 11.

~. I~;d.. pp.•.~,
J. N;~bo.. " ,h. F." 10,,,, 0( 5o""'ri, 11/;"", ...
•. £,a.nv<l $.orti'y.n" Itwd.nd ""d d.. At"'''n;,..." dOl 0,;,"" ("oil"

TQbi"l'n. (955). p. l,U. (Ao,lIor', ".fUl>,....)
~. Til< «>1<' d',ro, of Gor><..l N. Win Oft iIIo",h 2. 1962 ho, oooo;l",,"'«I'y

p~'. <l'..p ,n UNo', &ld<lhl" ""'1.11.... (Th••rI.d. w" wri"•• 1>010"
'h. ""'F~ How "'""h ond w.. , "~or' of rrhnp;, ,.,..,.... .. , conj..,v..~ bu'.... ,,,,.llr .....","',

O",;""dy N< Win I, not ,nri·Il"<ldh~'. 11 " .. ondrr b', _tn-."

,1>., • '''''3.""" __ to ~li'..< """'''''''- «Iv","""" -. "nod..-·
.." •. iIIo-,<,. bl> ..1>1 (,rappo;n,«I) "." .Il """Mb ' .....IT .....l



"
ftudd~;' B.t, ,1'''''''Vi to< ""'1";'''' It>< p,_in,nOly lI.ddhi" ...tn",
01 8 II< ,..,11 t.tq> ,h.. p'-ln oP<l<f " ..ful OII.,n>!.

N. Win...1>0 ..ilh< to< ,,,..00;1 • -"" ,;...t.. lI,.ddh", wi'h .. ",.
,I,,,,. 100' """.1"1: '<lipx. and rov<mo>tn,:' will "'...." ...,1 _m
h;m,'" pri"""By ... ith IInml."' <'<0<'0"''' "" ..""y, 1><, ""ion.! ..I<'y,
and h<. ,n ".1 .,.-0,. It< W;II nih', <l;m'""~. a, ...pp "h".."'."''''ft. ,h .;..1 In'.,.,... ..- """'gn ""'" ..liJl ,.IIBi«
....,,,. _1'><<>1, 0Ii. 1''''''.'1'''''''.'''.' (1",-60) d..,~ ",,,,,,",,,,.
n' ''''Y <Iot>.0><1 = .., ;n lh' I"",,,,,,. 01 .. "Ico,"'" il h~", .."'..,.
t..."",loft "",<Tn..m, ••., ('1';';') 1~;"lI <.....onkl.nd will <Io<Ibll...
h.l, wotlon UNo', .........<n'..pon>O«d "" olI.;n<t, Sh"'1y .1«. 'h'
'."1' Ole Win 1,1«<1 ,b. b.n on <>o,k .I,ulh, ... (l"'poood by U Nu in
1960) in II>< ;.t..... 01 on ""<qu.« """" ,01'1'1,_" m.y b< th" h< will
,n"lid.. 'w<>"" 01 ...ba,h. lll....dhi.. lun" .nd Ilri' .....-<:h'Io.... Sun·
d.W'. be _ "'pen".. > h"u<y_.'" po"'.I, miJ'" op' for lho ,."..
M 1'....1, .....';"1 l''''''''''''

'" .i<w 0' (;hI" (0''';''''" 0"" on'''''') '...,""......od« d ......b·
I~h_",••nd 'ho< ,,,,,111"1 .'.Im, .n,I·M",I"", _.""...... '" R."_
S""", w;1I h. _"'I", ,h. ,...1 "Ole t<liIiO" ..'up da"".""",ly dl'-;';...,/
(Probably to< do<> no< f..1 ""'ply ""....I"... '. hi. p_ ~, 1'Ii'"
'Ion, ond ..'" ...... of ,I"... wloo 1m''''' ,I>< "<obll" ,,, .pp.... ,"
Ix ....1... >«ond tlooulh,,-) AI""", .""ol"ly h 1Il fi""l, mkoru 'h,
h«<lo.. .of...IW'" pro....... of lb. """"I'"' And h" plo", will _
1",I"d.. 0 'p<tlh"U, • ..ddh", _101,,,,, '" 0'1 "'"plo" a"..,pc t....".
"" ,to< "I""ul" 11 ' hop< ond<r UNo.
I" ""kino hou. hI> ll<d. probably ko ,. wl'h "I,"""" _ of I"""'"
'n ">< o'''y.




